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Letter Naming Fluency 
(LNF) 

 
 
Place the student test page in front of the student. Then, say: 
 
“Here are some letters. Begin here, (point to first letter) and tell me the names of as many letters 
as you can. Put your finger under the first letter. Ready, begin.” 
 
 
Start Rule:  Click Begin on the Digital Record Form (DRF) when the student says the 

first letter. 
 
End Rule:  At 1-minute, say: “Stop.”  

Follow the directions on the DRF screen to click on the last letter named by the 
student and score student responses. 

 
Hesitation:  3 seconds 

~provide correct letter & mark as incorrect 
~point to next letter & say: “What letter?” 
~prompt may be provided multiple times 
~if a student self-corrects within 3 seconds, record the response as correct 

 
If the student makes the letter sound instead of saying its name, the first time say:  

“Tell me the letter name.” 
~prompt may be provided one time only 
~if the student makes a letter sound again, mark the item as incorrect 

 
Skipped Rows: If a student skips an entire row of letters, redirect by pointing to the first 

letter of the skipped row and say, if needed: “This one is next.” 
 
Discontinue:  If a student incorrectly names 10 consecutive letters without self-correcting, 

discontinue administration of this form. Click on the pause icon and select 
Discontinue Form from the pop-up menu. 

     
Scoring:  Students receive one point for each correctly named letter. 
 
Note:  Very occasionally, a student will finish in less than one minute. If this occurs, click on the pause icon

and select Student Finished Form from the pop-up menu. Then, follow the directions on the DRF screen to 
score student responses. 
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Letter Word Sounds Fluency 
(LWSF) 

 
 
Place the student practice page in front of the student. Then, say: 
 
“Tell me what sound this makes.” Then follow administration directions on DRF instruction 
screens, teaching the task to the student. Next, place the student test pages in front of the student 
in order and so that only the first page is visible. Then, say: 
 
“Let’s do some more. Start with this box (point to first box of three letters) and then this box (point to 
next box) and go across. Then go on to these boxes (point to second row). Keep going until I tell you 
to stop. Ready? Begin.” 
 
The arrow at the bottom of page 1 and page 2 indicate a page turn. If the student finishes a test 
page before the 1-minute time limit, say: “Turn the page and keep going.” 
 
 
Start Rule:  Click Begin on the Digital Record Form (DRF) when the student says the 

first letter sound. 
 
End Rule:  At 1-minute, say: “Stop.”  

Follow the directions on the DRF screen to click on the last letter or word sound 
made by the student and score student responses. 

 
Hesitation:  3 seconds 

~Say: “Try the next one.” 
~prompt may be provided multiple times 
~if a student self-corrects within 3 seconds, record the response as correct 

 
If the student says the letter name instead of the sound, the first time say:  

“Tell me the sound the letter makes.” 
~prompt may be provided one time only 
~if the student says a letter name again, mark the item as incorrect 

 
Skipped Rows: If a student skips an entire row of letters, redirect by pointing to the first 

letter of the skipped row and say, if needed: “This one is next.” 
 
Discontinue:  If a student incorrectly produces sounds for 10 consecutive letters without 

self-correcting, discontinue administration of this form. Click on the pause 
icon and select Discontinue Form from the pop-up menu. 

     
Scoring:  Students receive one point for each correctly made sound or word. 
 
Note:  Very occasionally, a student will finish in less than one minute. If this occurs, click on the pause icon

and select Student Finished Form from the pop-up menu. Then, follow the directions on the DRF screen to 
score student responses. 
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Nonsense Word Fluency 
(NWF) 

 
 
Place the student practice page in front of the student. Then, say: 
 
“Look at these letters. Each letter makes a sound: /b/ /i/ /m/ (point to each letter as you make each letter 
sound). You can put the sounds together, like this: bim (run your finger under the letters as you say bim).” 
Follow the remaining administration directions on DRF instruction screens, teaching the task to 
the student. Next, place the student test page in front of the student. Point to the first item in the 
upper left-hand corner and say: 
 
“Let’s try some more. Start here, point to each letter and say the sound it makes, or put 
the sounds together. Keep going until I tell you to stop. Ready? Begin.” 
 
 
 
Start Rule:  Click Begin on the Digital Record Form (DRF) when the student makes the 

first letter sound. 
 
End Rule:  At 1-minute, say: “Stop.”  

Follow the directions on the DRF screen to click on the last letter named by the 
student and score student responses. 

 
Hesitation:  3 seconds 

~Say: “Try the next one.” 
~prompt may be provided multiple times 
~if a student self-corrects within 3 seconds, record the response as correct 

 
Skipped Rows: If a student skips an entire row, point to the first letter in the skipped row 

and say: “This one is next.” 
 
Discontinue:  If a student produces zero correct letters sounds within the first 5 nonsense 

words without self-correcting, discontinue administration of this form. Click 
on the pause icon and select Discontinue Form from the pop-up menu. 

     
Scoring:  Students receive one point for each correctly made letter sound. 
 
Note:  Very occasionally, a student will finish in less than one minute. If this occurs, click on the pause icon

and select Student Finished Form from the pop-up menu. Then, follow the directions on the DRF screen to 
score student responses. 
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Oral Reading Fluency 
(ORF) 

 
 
Place the student test page in front of the student. Then, say: 
 
“When I say begin, start reading aloud at the top of this page. Read across the page 
(demonstrate by moving finger across the page). Try to read each word. Ready? Begin.” 
 
When conducting benchmark test sessions, have the student turn to the second story page and 
say: “Let’s try another one. Be sure to do your best reading. Ready? Begin.” 
 
 
 
Start Rule:  Click Begin on the Digital Record Form (DRF) when the student says or 

begins to sound out the first word. 
 
End Rule:  At 1-minute, say: “Stop.”  

Follow the directions on the DRF screen to click on the last word read by the 
student and score student responses. 

 
Hesitation:  3 seconds 

~provide correct word & mark as incorrect 
~if a student self-corrects within 3 seconds, record the response as correct 
 

Sub-vocalization: Allow about 10 seconds for the student to sound out or to subvocalize before 
saying the word and marking it incorrect. 

 
Skipped Rows: If a student skips a line, do not redirect or give any corrective feedback. 
 
Discontinue:  If a student reads 10 or fewer words on the first story, do not administer the 

second story. Click on the pause icon and select Discontinue Form from 
the pop-up menu. 

     
Scoring:  Students receive one point for each correctly read word. 
 
Note:  Very occasionally, a student will finish in less than one minute. If this occurs, click on the pause icon

and select Student Finished Form from the pop-up menu. Then, follow the directions on the DRF screen to 
score student responses. 


